SMALLPOX AND VACCINATION
of the cow, or Indirectly by transferring
such matter from arm to arm* It was
possible to vaccinate calves with the
purified virus of cowpox, and from this
^source to obtain an abundance of potent
vaccine. This method eliminated many
of the dangers of vaccination, such as
the possible transference of secondary
infections from a diseased donor to a
healthy recipient, and led the way to a
uniform and controlled procedure for
producing vaccine virus.
Because of the prevalence and dread
of smallpox,, vaccination was eagerly
accepted both in England and in this
country, and from the first years of the
nineteenth century its adoption became
widespread. While Jenner and his follow-
ers subsequently modified their claims
as to the nature of cowpox and the
duration of the immunity produced by
vaccination, the great basic fact of his
discovery remained unchanged, and ac-
cumulating experiences showed that here
so